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The 933-acre University of Wis-
consin-Madison campus is locat-
ed on the shores of scenic Lake 
Mendota in the heart of one of the 
nation’s most livable cities.

The campus in this beautiful city 
has something to offer for each 
season: sailing on Lake Mendo-
ta in summer, walking through 
changing leaves on Bascom Hill in 
the fall, sledding down that same 
hill in the winter, and watching 
campus bloom in the spring. 

WHY MADISON?
Not only are there several amazing 
oppoutnites within the city, but just 
10 mintues away is the Dane Coun-
ty Airport. It offers more than 100 
daily flights and nonstop flights to 
14 major cities, so travelling home is 
nonproblematic.  

In addition, Madison is conveniently 
located in south central Wisconsin. 
With only 80 miiles from Milwaukee, 
150 miles from Chicago, and 270 
miles from Minneapolis, you can eas-
ily have a weekend get away in any 
one of these cities. 

MADISON FAST FACTS
• Greater Madison metropolis is home to approximately 568,593 residents

• 5 lakes: Mendota, Monona, Wingra, Waubesa, Kegonsa

• More than 150 miles of running, hiking, and biking trails

• Most parks per capita, with 12.7 per 10,000 residents

• Ranked #6 Bike-Friendly City by Bicycling Magazine

• #7 on the Top 100 Place to Live list according to Livability.com

• Largest producer-only Farmers’ Market in the country and boasts more
than 300 vendors

• Greater than half the city population under the age of 30
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With more than 43,000 students 
representing 50 states and 121 
countries, our community is diverse, 
energetic, and constantly in motion. 
Jump around with 80,000 Badgers 
fans at Camp Randall Stadium. Join 
one of the nearly 900 student orga-
nizations—or start a new one. Stroll 
down Madison’s vibrant State Street 
and experience the largest farm-
ers’ market of its kind as you walk 
around Capitol Square. Relax over 
live music and a stunning sunset at 
the Memorial Union Terrace. Build 
a lifelong community of kinship and 
support.

As a Badger, opportunities match 
your boundless imagination. Our 
motivation for this inifite number of 
opportunites is supported by a $1.1 
billion annual investment to research. 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MADISON

The quality of our graduate pro-
grams is shown by the success of 
our graduates and is recognized 
internationally. National Research 
Council ratings identified 40 top ten 
graduate programs for UW-Madi-
son, placing us third in the nation. 
Other recognitions we have received 
include: 

• National ranking of 15th among
public universities (U.S. News &
World Report, 2018)

• Ranked within the top ten
among public universities in
the number of professors who
have won prestigious awards
and grants (The Top American
Research Universities)

• 20 Nobel Prizes and 38 Pulitzer
Prizes have been awarded to
UW faculty or alumni

• One of only three public univer-
sities that made the top 10 list of
colleges that produce the most
Fortune 500 CEOs



THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
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Community—one that is strong, 
supportive and diverse—is at 
the center of a sound gradu-
ate education.  The Graduate 
School at the University of Wis-
consin–Madison is committed 
not only to providing a robust 
education in a world-class 
research enterprise, but also to 
building a diverse community 
of scholars.  We are working to 
help departments and programs 
across the university recruit and 
reward talented and diverse 
faculty, students and staff to 
demonstrate our ongoing com-
mitment to these values.

UW-Madison graudate pro-
grams are ranked among the 
nation’s best by U.S. News & 
World Report.  The university 
ranks in the top 5 for federal 
support for graduate students.  

There are resources available to 
help you fund your education. 
You may be offered a teaching, 
project, or research assistant-
ship; fellowship; or traineeship 
that will help defray some or all 
of your expenses. Assistantships 
or fellowships may provide tuition 
remission in addition to a month-
ly stipend and health insurance. 
Assistantships are offered by 
programs only, not through the 
Graduate School. Be sure to ask 
about the funding landscape in 
your intended program. Program 
data available through the Gradu-
ate School will tell you the percent 
of students in the program are 
supported and the types of sup-
port they receive.

FUNDING



An application fee should not be a deciding factor of whether you apply 
or not. With this in mind, the Graduate School at UW-Madison offers a 
limited number of application fee grants to U.S. citizens and permanent 
resident applicants who can document that they:

1. participated in selected pipeline programs designed to prepare
students for graduate studies,

2. grew up in a low-income family, or
3. were impacted by a recent natural disaster or other urgent,

unexpected life event that has impacted their ability to pay for the
application fee.

For links and further in depth information, please visit 
https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/fee-grant/

- Recognized Pipeline Programs
- Complete the Fee Grant Verification Form indication which program(s) you

have participated in to create a form for your program director to sign
- Email an image or PDF of the completed to feegrants@grad.wisc.edu
- Eligible Programs are: Big Ten SROP, IMSD, IRT, LSAMP, MARC, McNair,

GEM, PREP, RISE

- Low-Income Family Prior to or During College
- Complete the Student Financial Background and Status form (can be

obtained through the graduate application or the Fee Grant Verification Form)
- The information must be verified by the financial aid office of your

undergraduate institution

- Natural Disaster or Unexpected Life Event
- Follow the instructions on the Fee Grant Verification Form to provide

information on how you were impacted by this event

APPLYING FOR A FEE GRANT
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SCIENCE AND MEDICINE  
GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOLARS 

ABOUT THE PROGRAM OUR COMMUNITY

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

SciMed GRS strives to enhance the 
graduate school experience and con-
nectedness of scholars in the program. 
SciMed GRS offers many opportunities 
for professional development, such 
as seminars for the first year scholars, 
workshops, panel discussions, and 
more. Fellows in the program enter 
the program with a cohort of peers 
and are offered advising support and 
peer mentoring through the duration of 
their graduate careers. There are also 
outreach opportunities and student-led 
community engagement events to en-
hance the student experience.

SciMed GRS Associate Director
Abbey Thompson
abbey.thompson@wisc.edu

For additional information, please visit 
our website: http://scimedgrs@wisc.
edu
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The Science and Medicine Graduate 
Research Scholars (SciMed GRS) 
program was established in 2008 to 
enhance the experiences of under-
represented graduate students in the 
biological sciences. SciMed GRS is a 
unique program offering professional 
development, community resources, 
and funding opportunity for underrepre-
sented minority students. The program 
currently supports over 140 students 
yearly in 38 graduate programs span-
ning four schools and colleges on 
campus. Since its inception, the pro-
gram has graduated 75 PhD and 42 
MS degree recipients.
SciMed GRS is one among several 
Graduate Research Scholar communi-
ties organized by the various schools 
and colleges within UW-Madison to 
support underrepresented students. 
Students are brought together in GRS 
communities throughout their graduate 
school career for a range of social, ac-
ademic, professional development, and 
research-related activities.



NIH TRAINING GRANTS 
at UW-Madison

Expand your strengths and interests in research through a NIH training grant 
program! 

Many UW–Madison biological science graduate programs have access to an array of NIH 
training grant programs across campus. These training grants are intended to support gradu-
ate students as they pursue their research and training goals. They also enrich the graduate 
training experience in a variety of disciplines. A few examples include:
► Provide a rigorous and flexible framework for your success
► Stipend, tuition and travel support
► Cultivate strong relationships with faculty and peers in a variety of scientific areas
► Engage in cutting-edge collaborative research and programming
► Tools and knowledge to make meaningful contributions 

• Bio-Data Science Training Program
• Biology of Aging and Age-Related Diseases
• Biophysics Training Grant
• Biotechnology Training Program
• Chemistry-Biology Interface Training Program
• Comparative Biomedical Sciences Training 

Program
• Computation and Informatics in Biology and 

Medicine
• Demography and Ecology
• Endocrinology-Reproductive Physiology 

Training Grant
• Graduate Training in Cellular and Molecular 

Pathogenesis of Human Diseases
• Institutional Clinical and Translational Research 

TL1 Program
• Institutional Training Grant in Genomic 

Sciences
• Integrated Training for Physician-Scientists
• Metabolism and Nutrition Training Program 

• Microbes in Health and Disease
• Molecular & Environmental Toxicology Training 

Program
• Neuroscience Training Program
• Parasitology and Vector Biology Training 

Program
• Population, Life Course and Aging
• Predoctoral Training Program in Genetics
• Research Training in Hematology
• Training in Cancer Biology
• Training Program in Emotion Research
• Training Program in Molecular and Cellular 

Pharmacology
• Training Program in Translational 

Cardiovascular Science
• UW–Madison Vision Research Training 

Program
• UW Radiological Sciences Training Program
• UW Voice Research Training Grant 

When prospective applicants connect with UW–Madison graduate program representa-
tives, they are encouraged to inquire which training programs may be associated with 

their graduate program:
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AGRONOMY
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

To generate, integrate and apply knowl-
edge about crop plants that are grown 
for food, feed and the general benefit 
of humankind. We work to ensure that 
agricultural systems and products in 
Wisconsin, the USA, and international 
communities are able to meet rapid-
ly-changing current needs and those of 
future generations. Focus areas include 
corn, soybean, small grains, alfalfa and 
silage, forages, and other Wisconsin 
crops.

PROGRAM FUNDING
Students are generally Research Assis-
tants and as such are funded directly 
by faculty members with tuition remis-
sion, health insurance, and a stipend. 
Awards and travel funding also avail-
able. Lab rotations are not supported 
with this funding system.

The department follows University ad-
missions guidelines with the addition of 
GRE, statement of purpose, and three 
letters of recommendation. A BS in a 
related field is strongly recommended.

Graduate Coordinator
Joanna Schuth
jschuth@wisc.edu

For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit agronomy.wisc.
edu
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ANIMAL SCIENCES
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Students may choose to focus on 
the areas of: nutrition, rumen micro-
biology, aquaculture, reproductive 
physiologyâ€“endocrinology, genetics, 
animal breeding, muscle biology, meat 
science, cell biology, animal health, 
immunity and toxicology, or internation-
al agriculture. Considerable opportunity 
for study exists in joint programs with 
bacteriology, toxicology, biochemistry, 
the interdepartmental graduate pro-
gram in nutritional sciences, genetics, 
endocrinology, reproductive physiology 
training program, food science, physi-
ology, agricultural and applied econom-
ics, biometry, cellular and molecular 
biology, pharmaceutical sciences, 
chemical and biological engineering, 
bio engineering, comparative biosci-
ences and anatomy.

Financial assistance may be available 
to qualified individuals in the form of 
research assistantships, teaching assis-
tantships, or fellowships. Funding does 
not come from the department, but 
from the faculty member agreeing to 

Students with satisfactory undergrad-
uate training in any biological science 
including emphasis on basic science 
courses will have suitable backgrounds 
for graduate studies in animal science. 
Typically students admitted to the pro-
gram have GPAs of 3.2 or higher.

Student Services Coordinator
Kathy Monson
kamonson@wisc.edu
608-263-4300

For additional information, including a 
list of our faculty and additional pro-
gram features, please visit our website 
at www.ansci.wisc.edu

advise the new student; therefore stu-
dents join labs directly instead of doing 
rotations. Funding is awarded on a 
competitive basis and may be renewed 
annually pending satisfactory progress.
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BIOMEDICAL DATA SCIENCE
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Biomedical Data Science (BDS) offers 
both MS and PhD programs that blend 
the world of statistics and computer 
science, biostatistics and biomedical 
informatics.  BDS encompasses the 
study and pursuit of the effective uses 
of biomedical data, information, and 
knowledge for scientific inquiry, prob-
lem solving, and decision-making driv-
en by efforts to improve human health.  
Fully harnessing the high-dimensional 
data requires a new blend of skills 
including programming, data man-
agement, data analysis, and machine 
learning.

Currently MS students must provide 
their own funding and are encouraged 
to find their own funding.  PhD stu-
dents are provided funding in a variety 
of appointments such as a Research 
Assistant, Teaching Assistant or 
Fellowship.

A strong quantitative GRE score is 
highly recommended.  A strong apti-
tude for computer science and math, 
fundamental programming skills, 
knowledge of data structures and algo-
rithms, and at least two semesters of 
college calculus.

For full admission details on the MS 
program, please visit: https://www.
biostat.wisc.edu/content/ms_program_
in_biomedical_data_science 

For the PhD program, please vis-
it: https://www.biostat.wisc.edu/
PHD-Biomedical-Data-Science.

Beth Bierman
bbierman@wisc.edu
608-265-8649

For additional information, please visit 
our website: https://www.biostat.wisc.
edu/
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BIOPHYSICS
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

The Biophysics degree is intended for 
those who wish to emphasize physical 
principles and methods in solving bio-
logical problems. Biophysics is intrin-
sically interdisciplinary and graduate 
students in the Biophysics program can 
choose from a wide range of research 
topics including biomolecular structure 
and function interactions, protein engi-
neering, computational study of molec-
ular interactions, enzyme catalysis and 
kinetics, membranes, ion channels and 
electrophysiology.

Graduate school application fee 
waivers are available upon request.  A 
competitive stipend that covers tuition, 
fees, living costs and health insurance 
is provided for all students accepted 
into Biophysics. Graduate student 
support is derived from training grant 
stipends, fellowships, and faculty re-
search grants. Support is guaranteed 
as long as satisfactory progress is 
made towards degree completion

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
The Biophysics Admissions commit-
tee considers all aspects of a potential 
graduate student’s record, however the 
most emphasis is placed on previous 
research experience and a student’s 
personal statement of reasons for grad-
uate study. We do not require GRE 
scores.

For full admission details, please visit: 
https://biophysics.wisc.edu/education/
admissions/

CONTACT INFORMATION
Graduate Program Coordinator 
Allison Lynch
biophysics@bocklabs.wisc.edu
608-262-3203

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: http://
biophysics.wisc.edu/



BOTANY
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

The Botany graduate program provides 
broad training in plant science with 
advanced training in some particular 
domain of research.  These research 
areas range from cell molecular and 
developmental biology, through plant 
physiology, plant structure and ul-
trastructure, to evolution, mycology, 
systematic biology and ecology,  Grad-
uate students identify follow a partic-
ular track within botany but are also 
encouraged to work across conven-
tional domains and across department 
boundaries.  

All students admitted for graduate 
study in Botany are given a guarantee 
of financial support (2.5 years for MS 
students, 5 years for PhD students).  
Students are supported via a mix of 
fellowships, research assistantships (on 
projects supported by their advisor), 
and teaching / project assistantships.  
Students are also eligible to compete 
for summer support and funds to 
research costs and travel to meetings. 
Finally, we solicit requests to waive 
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Graduate School application fees when 
these represent an economic hardship.  

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Please submit all application materials 
before our December 1st deadline.   
We admit students to the Botany Grad-
uate Program primarily on the basis of 
the ability and skills they demonstrate 
in science, mathematics, and commu-
nicating ideas.  Our course prerequi-
sites including a year each of chemistry, 
physics, and biology and mathematics 
through calculus. We strongly pre-
fer students who have prior research 
experience. Please contact prospective 
advisors among the Botany faculty in 
Summer or Fall to determine whether 
they are seeking new students for their 
lab in the following year and how well 
your interests fit the lab. Students must 
identify one or more particular prospec-
tive advisor(s) in their application.

CONTACT INFORMATION
gradinfo@botany.wisc.edu
http://botany.wisc.edu
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CANCER BIOLOGY
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Cancer Biology Graduate Program 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
offers a course of study and research 
leading to the Ph.D. degree. Over 50 
faculty trainers from multiple depart-
ments including Oncology, Medicine, 
Human Oncology, Cell and Regener-
ative Biology, Medical Microbiology 
and Immunology, etc. participate in 
the graduate program. This interde-
partmental structure offers remarkably 
diverse training opportunities which 
span the entire breadth of cancer 
biology research from haploid or diploid 
genetics, viral and chemical carcino-
genesis, eukaryotic cell and molecular 
biology, virology, molecular toxicology, 
and whole-animal carcinogenesis. 
In addition, curriculum requirements 
are designed to be flexible, providing 
students with a maximal opportunity 
for specialization within this multidisci-
plinary field. The breadth of research 
opportunities, flexible curriculum, and 
outstanding training from faculty allow 
our graduate students to accomplish 
their educational and training goals and 
to establish themselves as independent 
researchers.

PROGRAM FUNDING
The Cancer Biology Program is com-
mitted to ensure continuing financial 
support for all Cancer Biology PhD 
students in good standing.

Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited 
U.S. institution, or comparable degree 
from an international institution, with a 
major in biology, biochemistry, chemis-
try, molecular biology, or related area
Undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 
on the equivalent of the last 60 credit 
hours OR a master’s degree with a 
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0
Basic course background in chemistry, 
microbiology, biochemistry, genetics, 
physiology, and molecular biology rec-
ommended
Prior laboratory research experience.

admissions@oncology.wisc.edu



CELLULAR & MOLECULAR 
BIOLOGY PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

CMB provides the opportunity to work 
with more than 180 faculty trainers 
spanning over 40 departments on a 
campus known for cooperation and 
collaboration. Research in the CMB 
Program is arranged in these twelve 
research Focus Groups based on com-
mon scientific interests: cancer biology, 
cell adhesion & cytoskeleton, cellular & 
molecular metabolism, developmental 
biology & regenerative medicine, im-
munology, membrane biology & protein 
trafficking, molecular genome biology 
of microbes, plant biology, RNA, sys-
tems biology, transcriptional mecha-
nisms, and virology. 

Provided that they make satisfactory 
progress towards their PhD, all CMB 
students are guaranteed a competitive 
stipend and tuition remission for the 
duration of their graduate studies. The 
benefits package also includes the 
opportunity to purchase excellent Uni-
versity of Wisconsin health insurance 
at a reasonable price. Application fee 
waivers are available from the Graduate 

The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is 
no longer required. Admission to the 
CMB Program is based on demonstrat-
ed ability and interest in science and 
mathematics. Prior laboratory research 
experience is required. For admissions 
details, including course recommenda-
tions, please visit: 
http://cmb.wisc.edu/admissions

Program Coordinators
Lauren Weitkamp and Sarah Bierke
cmb@bocklabs.wisc.edu 
(608)262-3203

For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and their research interests, 
please visit our website: 
http://cmb.wisc.edu

School or the CMB Program in some 
cases; see our website for more infor-
mation.
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CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR 
PATHOLOGY

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Focus on Mechanisms of Disease in 
one or more of the following four focus 
groups: Immunopathology, Cancer 
Biology, Neuropathology, and Signal 
Transduction

Graduate school application fee waiv-
ers are available upon request. 
Students receive a yearly stipend in 
addition to tuition remission and health 
insurance benefits.

Minimum GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 grade 
point system in a strong, science-ori-
ented undergraduate program.  Ev-
idence of academic and research 
potential as expressed in letters of rec-
ommendation.  Statement of research 
interest.

Joanne Thornton
gradinfor@pathlogy.wisc.edu

Program Website : www.cmp.wisc.edu

Along with courses on Cellular and 
Molecular Biology/Pathology, Patho-
genesis of Major Human Diseases and 
Immunopathogenesis, CMP has cre-
ated: Histopathology for Translational 
Scientists: This course is unique among 
the graduate curricula, introducing 
students to the pathogenesis of dis-
ease via integration of actual autopsy 
patient cases. Emphasis is placed on 
understanding the basic mechanisms 
of disease at the level of cell, organ, 
and body, as well as the morphologic 
expression patterns of selected com-
mon specific disease processes.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Education: Teaching disease mecha-
nisms to future experts.
Research: Conducting basic and clini-
cal research from bench-to-bedside.
Principal Investigation: Leading dis-
coveries of new disease pathways and 
therapies.
Consultation: Offering advice to physi-
cians and government agencies.



CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR
PATHOLOGY
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COMPARATIVE BIOMEDICAL 
SCIENCE

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Comparative Biomedical Sciences 
(CBMS) graduate program emphasizes 
training graduate students in a mul-
tidisciplinary approach to addressing 
contemporary problems in biomedical 
sciences related to animal and human 
health. Faculty provide exceptional 
graduate interdisciplinary research 
training opportunities in core areas of 
animal and human health including 
immunology, molecular and cellular 
biology, physiology, neuroscience, 
genomics, oncology, virology, medical 
technology, infectious diseases, toxicol-
ogy and pharmacology.

The majority of our students are funded 
by research assistantships provided 
by individual major professors. Other 
students are funded by training grants, 
fellowships, and teaching assistant-
ships.

Graduate Program Coordinator
Susan Thideman
graduate@vetmed.wisc.edu
(608)262-0470

Please visit our website at Go.WISC.
Edu/VetMed-CBMS

Coursework recommendations include 
a strong background in biology, chem-
istry and mathematics. During the first 
stage of admission, applications are 
objectively evaluated with the three 
most important criteria being academic 
credentials based on your transcripts 
and CV looking for evidence of rigorous 
coursework, significant research and 
breadth of experience; a description 
of your reasons for pursuing graduate 
study in the CBMS program demon-
strated by a well-crafted essay that 
clearly articulates the significance of 
your research interests; and your po-
tential for success in graduate school 
as indicated in the letters of recommen-
dation.  The CBMS program currently 
requires the GRE.



The program is open to individuals who 
have completed an undergraduate degree 
and who meet the minimum admission 
requirements. Entering students who 
do not have undergraduate majors in 
communicative disorders will typically be 
required to take prerequisite course work. 
The program requires the Graduate Re-
cord Exam (GRE), three letters of recom-
mendation, and a written essay explaining 
the reasons for graduate study. For full 
admission details, please visit: https://
csd.wisc.edu/phd/
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COMMUNICATION SCIENCES 
AND DISORDERS

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

   The Ph.D. program provides relevant 
classroom and laboratory experiences 
for the scholar–researcher interest-
ed in communication processes and 
communicative disorders. A student’s 
academic program will consist of 
course work within the department and 
in related areas such as psychology, 
linguistics, statistics, computer science, 
and education. Students completing 
the program will be prepared for ca-
reers as university professors, laborato-
ry researchers, and senior clinicians.
   Individual programs can be designed 
for students who wish to pursue 
professional training/clinical certifica-
tion (speech–language pathology or 
audiology) and the Ph.D. degree. Such 
students follow a modified sequence 
of course work, clinical training, and 
research experience in order to satisfy 
all academic and certification require-
ments in five to six years.

The Graduate School offers a limited 
number of application fee grants to 
make sure the application fee is not a 
barrier for students from key recruiting 
initiatives (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/
fee-grant/ ).  Financial assistance is 
often available to doctoral students in 
communication sciences and disorders 
and consists of scholarships, fellow-
ships, traineeships, and project and 
research assistant positions.

graduate@csd.wisc.edu 
(608) 262-6464

For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: csd.
wisc.edu



COMMUNICATION SCIENCES
AND DISORDERS
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DEPARTMENT OF

DAIRY SCIENCE
University of Wisconsin-Madison

DEPARTMENT OF DAIRY SCIENCE
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

The research programs within the De-
partment of Dairy Science are primarily 
focused on understanding the intriguing 
biology of the high-producing lactating 
dairy cow and applying that biological 
knowledge to practical management 
strategies for commercial dairy farms.  
Research programs are focused on 
training graduate students in four spe-
cific disciplines of dairy science: Phys-
iology of Lactation and Reproduction, 
Dairy Genetics, Dairy Nutrition, and 
Dairy Cattle Farm Management.

Graduate students in the Department 
of Dairy Science are supported on 
research fellowships that have a com-
petitive stipend that covers tuition, 
fees, living costs and health insurance. 
This support is primarily from research 
grants to individual faculty members or 
from fellowships provided by training 
grants or in collaboration with individ-
ual companies. Support is guaranteed 
for five years if progress is satisfactory. 
The current time from beginning of the 
Ph.D. program until completion of the 
Ph.D. averages 4.7 years.

The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is 
not required but is recommended.  Ad-
mission to the Graduate Program in the 
Department of Dairy Science is based 
on acceptance by an individual faculty 
member, as well as meeting admission 
standards of the Department and the 
Graduate School. See https://dysci.
wisc.edu/prospective-students/gradu-
ate/ for admission detail.

Application should be made by
contacting individual faculty members 
in the Department of Dairy Science 
https://dysci.wisc.edu/about-us/facul-
ty-and-staff/.  
Additional Program Information can be 
obtained from the department’s 
Graduate Coordinator at 
rook@wisc.edu; (608)263-3308.
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DOCTORAL OF AUDIOLOGY PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Au.D. program is a four-year pro-
fessional doctorate program offered 
jointly by the UW–Madison Depart-
ment of Communication Sciences and 
Disorders and the UW–Stevens Point 
School of Communicative Disorders. 
The program was designed to train 
professional audiologists through a firm 
foundation in science and technology. 
Clerkships and onsite mentoring assure 
that students graduate with superior 
clinical skills.
In this unique program, lecture class-
es are taught simultaneously at both 
campuses; videoconferencing allows 
for interaction with students and faculty 
at the remote campus. Laboratory ex-
periences are taught separately, using 
the same curriculum, on each campus. 
Summer academic course work is 
entirely online, and clinical experiences 
take place both on and off campus.
Accredited by the Council on Aca-
demic Accreditation in Audiology and 
Speech–Language Pathology (CAA) of 
the American Speech–Language–Hear-
ing Association.

Financial assistance, sometimes available 
to graduate students in communication 
sciences and disorders, consists of schol-
arships, fellowships, traineeships, and 
project and research assistant positions. 
Financial assistance is very limited and 
varies from year to year.

graduate@csd.wisc.edu 
(608) 262-6464

An undergraduate major in communica-
tion sciences and disorders is recom-
mended, but not required. For undergrad-
uate degrees not in the field, course work 
deficiencies must be made up before 
starting graduate study. The program re-
quires the Graduate Record Exam (GRE), 
three letters of recommendation, and a 
written essay explaining the reasons for 
graduate study. For full admission details, 
please visit: https://csd.wisc.edu/aud/
admissions/

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: csd.
wisc.edu
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ENDOCRINOLOGY AND
REPRODUCTIVE PHYSIOLOGY

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

We are an interdisciplinary endocrine 
program with an additional longstand-
ing focus on reproduction.  Our 
faculty’s research predominantly focus 
on reproductive biology and physiology, 
maternal health and fetal health at the 
level of intrauterine programming, and 
the adult endocrine diseases to which 
they relate (hypertension, obesity, 
diabetes).  We use a variety of multidis-
ciplinary approaches in our research, 
from stem cells and cellular/molecular 
biology, to comparative physiology, to 
translational work in humans.

All ERP students are funded through 
training grants, fellowships, faculty 
research grants, and scholarships.  
Funding includes a competitive stipend, 
tuition, and access to comprehensive 
health insurance; traineeships and 
fellowships include student fees.  All 
applicants are automatically considered 
for funding and funding is guaranteed, 
conditional upon satisfactory annual 
progress.  Students also receive annual 
conference travel funds, and can com-
pete for research supply grants.

The Graduate Record Examination 
(GRE) is not required.  A background 
in the biological sciences and strong 
references are a priority.  Due to the 
breadth of our program research areas, 
we do not hold specific course prereq-
uisites for admission.  However, appli-
cants should be aware that our core 
course requirements include interme-
diate and advance biochemistry and 
cell biology in addition to endocrinology 
and reproductive physiology.  Applica-
tion fee waivers available upon request.  
Full admission details: http://go.wisc.
edu/924fvb.

Program Coordinator
Grace Jensen
gjensen2@wisc.edu
(608)265-5838

Website: https://erp.wisc.edu
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EPIDEMIOLOGY MS/PhD PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Epidemiology Graduate Program 
draws on biology, sociology, genetics, 
and biostatistics to investigate what 
factors are related to good and bad 
health in different populations, and 
outcomes of people with given health 
conditions. Epidemiology is a founda-
tional science for public health. The 
Program emphasizes strong method-
ological skills in study design and data 
analysis. Examples of specific research 
are how health conditions and diseas-
es develop, and spread, and how to 
assess health and its relationships to 
risk factors. The research uses existing 
large data sets, as well as data collect-
ed by researchers themselves.

Support is derived from training grant 
stipends, fellowships, faculty research 
grants and teaching assistantships. 
Consideration for financial aid is auto-
matic with each application.

The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) or 
professional program entry exam is 
required. If neither native nor academic 
training language is English, proficiency 
test results are required. Undergraduate 
course work in biology and at least one 
semester of calculus are required, with 
evidence of strong quantitative skills, 
together with demonstrated ability and 
interest in science. For full admission 
details, please visit: 
https://pophealth.wisc.edu/grad/apply

Graduate Programs Coordinator
Quinn Fullenkamp
qhfullen@wisc.edu
(608) 265-8108

For list of faculty and additional pro-
gram features, please visit:  www.
pophealth.wisc.edu.



if progress is satisfactory and provides 
full tuition remission, health insurance, 
and a stipend to cover living expenses.
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FRESHWATER AND MARINE 
SCIENCES GRADUATE PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Freshwater and Marine Sciences 
(FMS) Program is an interdisciplinary 
graduate training program that offers 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees to students
interested in the science of freshwater
and marine ecosystems. On a nation-
al scale, the program is unique in its
emphasis on the science of freshwater
and marine systems from physical,
chemical, and biological perspectives.
The program is designed to highlight its
interdisciplinary scientific strength, and
thus core course requirements are limit-
ed so that course work can be tailored
to students’ needs and interests.

Various types of financial-assistance 
programs are available to qualified 
students in the form of teaching assis-
tantships, research assistantships, fel-
lowships, and special grants. Decisions 
regarding financial support are based 
on letters of recommendation, GPA, 
GRE scores, and, for research assis-
tantships, the matching of interests 
or experience of the applicant to the 
research program. Support is guaran-
teed through the completion of studies 

Applicants to the program typically 
have at least one year of college-level 
biology, chemistry, physics, and cal-
culus. In addition, applicants should 
highlight their substantive experiences 
and career goals in freshwater and 
marine sciences. Prospective students 
make direct contact with potential fac-
ulty advisors. Admission depends upon 
finding a match between the skills and 
interests of the applicant and the needs 
of a suitable faculty mentor.

Student Services Coordinator 
Kayla Pelland
kpelland@wisc.edu
608-262-2742

For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: 
https://fms.wisc.edu.



GENETICS PH.D. PROGRAM
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

The program spans a wide range of 
world-class research, combining a 
genetics perspective with cutting-edge 
technologies to answer new questions 
and tackle new problems in genetics 
and biology. Research areas include: 
evolutionary and population genetics, 
cellular and developmental biology, 
neurogenetics, disease research, ge-
nome biology, quantitative and compu-
tational genetics, and more, with partic-
ular strengths in basic discovery-based 
research and model organism-to-dis-
ease investigation. 

Graduate school application fee waiv-
ers are available upon request. A 
competitive stipend that covers tuition, 
fees, living costs, and health insurance 
is provided for all accepted students. 
Travel awards for research are also 
available. Support comes from training 
grant funds, fellowships, and faculty 
research grants. Support is awarded on 
a continuing basis, provided that satis-
factory progress is maintained. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
For admission to graduate study in 
genetics, the student should have 
earned a grade average of B or better 
and completed a B.S. or B.A. degree 
in a recognized college or university. 
There are no specific requirements 
in supporting fields, but students are 
encouraged to acquire adequate back-
ground in mathematics, physics, and 
biology.  The GRE is not required, but 
scores will be considered if submitted.  
However, we note that the Graduate 
Program Admissions Committee takes 
a holistic approach to reviewing 
applications and does not rely heavily 
on GRE scores in deciding 
acceptance. Prior laboratory research 
experience is recommended. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
Program Director
Audrey Gasch
agasch@wisc.edu

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, please visit 
our website: https://genetics.wisc.edu
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HORTICULTURE : MS, PHD
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Specializations are available in several 
aspects of crop science: organic and 
sustainable horticulture, diversified 
crop production for urban and regional 
food systems, environmental impact of 
horticultural practices, environmental 
regulation of plant growth and develop-
ment, plant breeding, biochemistry and 
molecular biology of horticultural plants, 
microculture and biotechnology, weed 
control and herbicide physiology, and 
biostatistics. Students have the oppor-
tunity to develop their research projects 
using vegetables, fruits, trees, orna-
mentals, turf, specialty crops, or model 
species such as Arabidopsis thaliana.

All applicants to the graduate program 
in Horticulture are automatically consid-
ered for financial support. There is no 
need to submit a separate application. 
Most of our students are supported 
through research assistantships, but 
additional sources of internal financial 
support include teaching assistant-
ships, project assistantships, scholar-
ships, and fellowships.

Academic preparation should include 
fundamental courses in the plant 
sciences such as botany, bacteriology, 
genetics, and physiology, as well as 
courses in chemistry (general, organic, 
quantitative), physics, mathematics, 
and biochemistry. The academic av-
erage should be at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 
scale) with evidence of proficiency in 
subjects related to agriculture and plant 
sciences.  For full admission details, 
please visit: http://guide.wisc.edu/grad-
uate/horticulture/

Student Services Coordinator 
Kathryn Jones
hort@hort.wisc.edu 
608)807-7391

For additional information, please visit 
http://guide.wisc.edu/graduate/horti-
culture
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INTEGRATED PROGRAM 
IN BIOCHEMISTRY

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH
IPiB is a broad and rich research 
program at the intersections of 
biochemistry and many other related 
disciplines. You will find exciting 
research that matches your interests 
and discover new topics that capture 
your imagination. Browse our main 
areas of interest (https://ipib.wisc.edu/
research/) and check out the cutting-
edge facilities at researchers’ disposal 
(https://ipib.wisc.edu/facilities/).

PROGRAM FUNDING
We provide a competitive stipend, 
comprehensive health insurance, and 
tuition remission to all students accept-
ed into IPiB. Funding is guaranteed for 
the duration of graduate study provid-
ed the student is making satisfactory 
progress.

CONTACT INFORMATION
IPiB Admissions 
Maria Katsoulidis
ipib-admissions@wisc.edu
(608)261-1492

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
The Admissions Committee will assess 
a candidate’s potential for success in 
the IPiB program by taking all aspects 
of the application into consideration. 
The GRE is no longer required. Most 
successful applicants will have 
completed a rigorous undergraduate 
curriculum that includes courses in 
biology, chemistry, physics and math, 
and will have had substantive 
laboratory experience that 
demonstrates commitment and talent 
for research. 

For full admissions details, please visit, 
https://ipib.wisc.edu/education/
admissions/

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Website: https://ipib.wisc.edu/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
UWMadisonIPiB/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/
uwmadisonipib
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL GRADUATE 
PROGRAM IN NUTRITIONAL SCIENCES 

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH
Modern nutrition is a multidisciplinary, 
integrative science, and the 
Interdepartmental Graduate Program in 
Nutritional Sciences (IGPNS) has been 
developed to meet this diversity in 
approach and objective. It is the 
program's goal to provide graduate 
students interested in nutrition with an 
opportunity to obtain specialized 
training in a specific research area and 
to obtain a general background in the 
science and practice of nutrition. The 
program draws on the strengths of 
faculty in over 19 academic 
departments to enhance the 
instructional and research experience.

PROGRAM FUNDING
IGPNS offer a competitive stipend 
which covers the cost of tuition, health 
insurance, and more. In addition, 
students are provided a stipend for 
travel. IGPNS students are guaranteed 
support from the department for 5 
years.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
IGPNS accepts students from a 
multitude of scientific backgrounds. 
Admissions is heavily based on 
prerequisite coursework in 
Biochemistry, Biology, Physiology, 
Chemistry, and Statistics/Calculus. 
IGPNS does not require a MS to enter 
our PhD program. We also no longer 
require the GRE. For the full admissions 
details, please visit: https://nutrisci. 
wisc.edu/graduate/m-s-ph-d/
application-process/

CONTACT INFORMATION
Katie Butzen MS.Ed.
kbutzen@wisc.edu
(608)262-2727

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Please visit our website to learn more 
about our program including the faculty 
and their research: https://nutrisci.wisc. 
edu/graduate/



MEDICAL PHYSICS
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

The broad research base developed by 
Medical Physics provides considerable 
flexibility to promote and accommodate 
the rapid influx of new discoveries and 
technological developments in physics. 
As a result, we have ongoing research 
in every major area of the application 
of physics to medicine. These areas 
include: advanced dosimetry and radia-
tion oncology, biomagnetism, Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI), molecular 
imaging, molecular imaging and nano-
technology, neutron/proton metrology, 
nuclear medicine/PET, radiation metrol-
ogy/radiation calibration, radiation me-
trology/radiation calibration, ultrasound, 
diagnostic x-ray imaging.

The department typically supports 
90-95 percent of students enrolled in
the Medical Physics graduate program
through departmental or university
fellowships, research assistantships,
teaching assistantships or NIH-NRSA
traineeships. Assistantships are most
often made at the1/2 time level. As of
July 1, 2018 the stipend for a 50% Re-

Our web site contains a great deal of 
information regarding the application 
process. 
https://www.medphysics.wisc.edu

Please contact us by email at: 
admissions@medphysics.wisc.edu 
or by phone at: 608-265-6504.

search Assistant is $2,000 per month 
for non-dissertators. Recipients of as-
sistantships  receive tuition remission. 
They must, however, pay “segregated 
fees,” which are approximately $600 
per semester. Fellowships are from a 
different source of funding and have dif-
ferent stipend and tuition benefits.
All university fellowship and assistant-
ship awards include a comprehensive 
health insurance program.
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MICROBIOLOGY DOCTORAL  
TRAINGING PROGRAM (MDTP)

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Now is an exciting time to be doing 
microbiology research! The confluence 
of new findings (always leading to more 
questions), experimental tools and 
approaches, and biological and clinical 
significance makes microbiology one of 
the most dynamic and important areas 
of science. The available resources and 
opportunities are hard to beat. Ca-
reer possibilities abound in academic 
research, industry, teaching, govern-
ment service, and other avenues. If you 
have a strong undergraduate academic 
record, your appetite has been whetted 
by research experience, and you seek 
training at the PhD level to pursue a ca-
reer, the Microbiology Doctoral Training 
Program at UW-Madison offers great 
advantages for your quest.

All of our students are funded for the 
duration of their Ph.D. studies.  There 
are many fellowship opportunities at 
UW Madison for microbiology research.  
The rate is competitive with other pro-
grams across the nation.

The Admissions Committee consid-
ers many aspects of the application, 
including grades, letters of recommen-
dation and prior research experience. 
The applicant’s reasons for graduate 
study essay is important and should 
be written thoughtfully to reveal one’s 
scientific and career interests, re-
search experiences, and abilities that 
otherwise may not be obvious from 
the academic record. Strong letters 
of recommendation, a well-crafted 
statement of purpose and extensive 
research experience often aid students 
with below-average grades.

MDTP Program Coordinator
Cathy Davis Gray
information@microbiology.wisc.edu
(608)265-0689

Our program no longer requires the 
GRE exam as part of the application.



Students in MET take coursework in 
human health (molecular) toxicology 
and pollutant remediation (environ-
mental) toxicology to help move their 
research forward.  A specialty in either 
molecular toxicology or environmen-
tal toxicology is gained by research 
done in lab of faculty mentor.  Project 
examples include exploring how the 
disruption of processes lead to cancer; 
effects of chemicals on health of eco-
systems; genetic mutations and related 
health concerns; and how items such 
as personal care products can cause 
injury in nature.

MOLECULAR & ENVIRONMENTAL
TOXICOLOGY

28

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATIONAll PhD candidates are funded.  We 
offer a competitive stipend (Fall 2018, 
$28K), including tuition remission and 
health insurance.  Funding is guaran-
teed for years of PhD study, provided 
satisfactory progress.  Masters stu-
dents are eligible for funding, but fund-
ing is not guaranteed by program.

The GRE is optional.  Should one like 
to include it as part of their application 
file, it will be considered; similarly, if 
one does not include it, it will not affect 
the review of the file.  Applications are 
reviewed holistically, where letters of 
reference, CV (prior experience), and 
progress during undergraduate study 
are all considered before offers are 
made. 

Program Administrator
Mark Marohl
mdmarohl@wisc.edu

Upon degree completion, students in 
our program have gone on to success-
ful careers in academia, industry, and 
government.  Further information about 
the program can be found on the pro-
gram website, https://metc.wisc.edu



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

MOLECULAR & CELLULAR PHARMA- 
COLOGY TRAINING PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Members of our program employ the 
whole spectrum of modern biochem-
ical, cell and molecular biological, 
physiological, and pharmacological 
methods in a basic research-oriented 
scientific environment to unravel the 
many unsolved mysteries underlying 
cellular regulation and signaling. Certain 
research initiatives have a translational 
component, with the goal of applying 
basic discoveries to developing new 
therapeutic modalities. Our program 
brings together an outstanding group 
of dedicated trainers with a focus on 
cellular signal transduction.

Students receive tuition remission and 
a competitive stipend, and are guaran-
teed support so long as they remain in 
good academic standing. Comprehen-
sive health insurance is available at a 
minimal cost. Graduate school appli-
cation fee waivers are available upon 
request.

The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is 
no longer required. For full admission 
details, please visit: 
https://molpharm.wisc.edu/admis-
sions-how-to-apply/

Program Coordinator: 
Kristin Cooper
kgcooper@wisc.edu

For additional information, including our 
lists of faculty and alumni, please visit 
our website: https://molpharm.wisc.edu
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NEUROSCIENCE TRAINING PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

These seven broad research areas 
are particularly strong in the NTP at 
UW-Madison: Membrane Excitability 
& Synaptic Transmission; Behavior, 
Cognition and Emotion; Development, 
Plasticity & Repair; Molecular Neurosci-
ence; Neuronal Circuits; Neurobiology 
of Disease; Perception and Movement. 
They are not inclusive of all research 
projects in the Program but serve as a 
guide for prospective students as they 
begin to consider their graduate school 
career.  

Graduate school application fee waiv-
ers are available upon request.  A 
competitive stipend that covers tuition, 
fees, living costs and health insurance 
is provided for all students accepted 
into NTP. NTP also offers annual travel 
awards for students to present their 
research.  Support is derived from 
training grant stipends, fellowships, 
and faculty research grants. Support is 
guaranteed for five years if progress is 
satisfactory. Consideration for financial 
aid is automatic with each application.  

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is 
no longer required.  Admission to NTP 
is based mainly on demonstrated ability 
and interest in science and mathemat-
ics. The minimum course prerequisites 
are mathematics through calculus, and 
a year each of chemistry, physics, and 
biology. Prior laboratory research experi-
ence, while not required, is strongly rec-
ommended.  For full admission details, 
please visit: https://ntp.neuroscience. 
wisc.edu/admissions-requirements/

CONTACT INFORMATION
ntp@mailplus.wisc.edu 
(608)262-4932

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: http://
ntp.neuroscience.wisc.edu
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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NEUROSCIENCE & PUBLIC POLICY
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

Students in the program have the 
opportunity to earn a Ph.D. in neuro-
science and either a Master of Public 
Affairs (M.P.A.), Master of International 
Public Affairs (M.I.P.A.), or J.D. in Law. In 
each of the degree tracks, the Program 
brings together faculty from neurosci-
ence, public policy, bioethics, sociology, 
and law to train research neuroscien-
tists who will be qualified to help shape 
public policy or the law that should be 
informed by discovery in neuroscience. 
The cross-disciplinary training combines 
didactic and laboratory research training 
in neuroscience with a classroom-based 
and “hands on” education in public poli-
cy or the law.

N&PP : Students on the M.P.A./Ph.D. or 
M.I.P.A./Ph.D. tracks will be supported
by funds from NTP and N&PP for their
first year. Following years, they will be
funded by their professor’s funds or
teaching or research assistantships.
Neuroscience & Law Program: During
the first year, students will pay Law
School tuition and will be eligible for the
same financial support that is available

to full-time law students. Following 
years, they will be funded by their 
professor’s funds or teaching or re-
search assistantships.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
To be admitted to the Neuroscience & 
Public Policy Program, applicants must 
complete the admissions requirements 
for the Neuroscience Training Program 
and depending on the chosen degree 
track, the admission requirements for 
either the La Follette School of Public 
Affairs or the UW-Madison Law School. 
Applications are due the December 
prior to enrolling in the program and 
applicants must be accepted to both 
programs to enroll in the N&PP.
CONTACT INFORMATION
ntp@mailplus.wisc.edu 
(608)262-4932

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, including a list 
of faculty and additional program fea-
tures, more details on program funding, 
and to review specific application 
require-ments please visit our website:  
http://npp.wisc.edu
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PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES 
PHD PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH
Drug Discovery:  medicinal chemistry; 
small molecule development; natural 
products isolation/characterization; or-
ganic synthesis; chemical biology and 
rational drug design. 
Drug Action:  pharmacology; toxicolo-
gy; cellular differentiation; mechanisms 
of normal biological development; 
mechanisms of disease; impact of 
drugs and toxins on biological systems. 
Drug Delivery:  physical chemistry; drug 
transport; formulation; drug target-
ing; nano-pharmacy; biocompatibility; 
molecular recognition; computational 
chemistry; pharmacokinetics; molecular 
imaging.

PROGRAM FUNDING
Financial support is provided to all 
graduate students in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences through a combined mech-
anism of fellowships and graduate 
assistantships in research or teaching.  
Graduate students receive an annual 
stipend ($28,000 for 2020/21, adjusted 
annually), full tuition remission, and low 
cost options for comprehensive health 
insurance, life insurance, and supple-
mental medical coverage throughout 
their entire PhD journey.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Accepted graduate applicants com-
monly have strong scientific back-
grounds, a passion for research, and 
significant laboratory experience. 
Students with undergraduate degrees 
in the physical or biological sciences, 
engineering, pharmacy and related 
fields are encouraged to apply.  The 
GRE is NOT required.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Pharmaceutical Sciences Coordinator 
Shainah Greene
gradadmissions@pharmacy.wisc.edu 
(608)262-4257

or 

Director of Graduate Studies
Lara Collier
lara.collier@wisc.edu

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
A more detailed description of 
Pharma-ceutical Sciences Division 
faculty and their research may be 
found at https://pharmacy.wisc.edu/
about-us/divisions/pharmaceutical-
sciences/faculty-research/



PLANT BREEDING AND 
PLANT GENETICS

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Plant Breeding and Plant Genetics 
program is truly interdisciplinary, with 
membership from agronomy, biochem-
istry, botany,  genetics, horticulture, 
plant pathology, and statistics. Research 
areas include biochemical and molecular 
genetics, biometry, quantitative genetics, 
cytogenetics and cytology, genecology, 
genetics, and plant breeding. The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin leads the nation in the 
number of plant breeding programs and 
number of graduate students trained.

Graduate school application fee waiv-
ers are available upon request.  A 
competitive stipend that covers tuition, 
fees, living costs and health insurance 
is provided for all students. Funding 
comes directly from faculty members, 
not from the program. Students spend 
their time in the program as research 
assistants in their faculty mentors’ labs. 

Graduate Coordinator
Joanna Schuth
pbpg@hort.wisc.edu 
(608)262-1390

For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and crops studied, please 
visit: https://plantbreeding.wisc.edu/

The PBPG Program requires the GRE, 
a letter of purpose, three letters of The 
The PBPG Program requires the GRE, 
a letter of purpose, three letters of 
recommendation, and otherwise follows 
the UW-Madison Grad School require-
ments. Prior laboratory research expe-
rience, while not required, is strongly 
recommended.  For full admission 
details, please visit: https://plantbreed-
ing.wisc.edu/prospective-students/
application-information/
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POPULATION HEALTH MS/PHD PROGRAM

MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

CONTACT INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Population Health Graduate Pro-
gram (PH) draws on Medical Sciences, 
Health Economics, Econometrics, Psy-
chometrics, Epidemiology and Biosta-
tistics in an interdisciplinary manner to 
investigate determinants of health and 
the functioning of the health care sys-
tem. The Program emphasizes strong 
methodological skills such as study 
design and data analysis. Examples of 
specific research are using electronic 
and Medicare health records to assess 
comparative effectiveness of therapies, 
evaluating patient reported outcomes 
and quality of care, and economic and 
health impacts of insurance and access 
to care.

Support is derived from training grant 
stipends, fellowships, faculty research 
grants and teaching assistantships. 
Consideration for financial aid is auto-
matic with each application.

The Graduate Record Exam (GRE) or 
professional program entry exam is 
required. If neither native nor academic 
training language is English, proficiency 
test results are required. Background 
in a related academic subject area and 
strong quantitative skills are expected, 
together with demonstrated ability and 
interest in science and mathematics. 
The minimum course prerequisites are 
1 year of advanced mathematics, pref-
erably through calculus. For full admis-
sion details, please visit: 
https://pophealth.wisc.edu/grad/apply

Graduate Programs Coordinator
Quinn Fullenkamp
qhfullen@wisc.edu
(608) 265-8108

For list of faculty and additional pro-
gram features, please visit:  www.
pophealth.wisc.edu.



ZOOLOGY GRADUATE PROGRAM
MAIN AREAS OF RESEARCH

PROGRAM FUNDING

The Department of Integrative Biology is 
the administrative home of the Zoology 
Graduate Program, which provides M.S. 
and Ph.D. training in the following broad 
subject areas: cellular and molecular 
biology, developmental biology, neurosci-
ence, physiology, ecology, evolution, and 
animal behavior. Each student’s course 
of study is tailored to his or her individual 
interests, career goals, and needs, and 
we admit students with diverse academ-
ic backgrounds.

Teaching assistantship support is guar-
anteed for three years for M.S. stu-
dents and five years for Ph.D. students 
if progress is satisfactory. Offer letters 
may also include research assistant-
ship support, which is made possible 
by grants awarded to faculty for par-
ticular research programs. Teaching 
and research assistantships provide 
full tuition remission, health insurance, 
and a stipend to cover living expenses. 
Incoming students are also encouraged 
to apply for the National Science Foun-
dation Graduate Research Fellowship 
Program. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
Given the broad nature of the Zoology 
Graduate Program, there are no strict 
prerequisites for admission. Interested 
applicants should identify and contact 
potential faculty advisors. Admission 
to the graduate program is contingent 
upon being accepted by an individu-
al faculty advisor. Applicants should 
contact potential faculty advisors by 
email early in the application process to 
discuss mutual interests and to deter-
mine if the faculty member is actively 
recruiting graduate students.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Student Services Coordinator
Kelin Boldiis
boldiis@wisc.edu
608-262-2742

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
For additional information, including a 
list of faculty and additional program 
features, please visit our website: 
https://integrativebiology.wisc.edu.

35



ADDITIONAL BIOSCIENCE 
GRADUATE PROGRAMS

- Biometry
- Clinical Investigation
- Clinical Nutrition
- Entomology
- Environmental Conservation
- Food Science
- Forestry
- Kinesiology
- Nursing
- Nursing Practice
- Occupational Therapy
- Pharmacy
- Plant Pathology
- Wildlife Ecology
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